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RESBIGNATION OIFF THE SPEAKER
The Clerk (Mw. A. R. Grant): It s my

daty to anngunce to hon. members that [
have rveceived the tollowing letter friun Hix
Haonour the Speaker:—
Perth, 13(h Fehruary, 1117,
Dear Mr, Grant,—Will you kindly an-
nounce to the House my resignation of the
office of Speaker of the Legislalive .\s-
sembly, 1 desire in submitiing my resig-
nation to tender to yourself and the stafl
of the House my warmest thanks for (he
admirable manner in whieh vou and they
have at all rimes helped me (o carty oul
the duties of my office; from each of vou
T have at all times had the most rordial
and loval support, [ am, sincerely yvours,
MK Troy.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wil«um—
Sus<ex) [433], addressing the Clerk said:
In view of the resignation of His Honour
ithe Speaker which you have just read 1o
the House and which T regret very much
he has seen fit to hand in, there is no other
course to follow than (o proceed immedi-
ately to eleet a suecessor to the office. T
therefore have much pleasure in moving—
That Mr. £. B. Johnston do lale the

(hair of this House as Speaker,
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Mr. WILLAMOTT  (Nelson) [436]: 1
have nimeh pleasure in seconding the motion.

Hon. .J. Scaddan: Will yvou make him a
CALG. afterwards?

Mr. Hudson: What next will you do?

Hon. J. Seaddan: We wani some time to
FECOVEr NOW.

Mr, E. B JOHNNSTON (Williams-Narro-
win} [437]: [ have much pleasure in sub-
mitting myself to the will of the House.

Hon. ' COLLIER (Boulder): 14.38]: L
INOYVe=—

That Mr, S, Stubbs do take the Chair
of this House ax Npealker,

Houn, W, . JOHANSON (Guildford)
[4:39]: 1 have mueh pleasure in seconding
the nowination of Mr. Stubbs.

The Clerk: "The hon. member for
Wagin is not preseni to submit himself io
the will of the House and as there i only
ane nomination, [ have to declare, in ae-
cordance with Standing Order 12, that Mr.
1. H. Jolmston is duly elecled.

AMr. HOLMAXN {Murchison)
have mueh pleasure jn moving—

That Mr. Gardiner do lake the .Chair
of this House as 8 peaker.

Opposition nembers: You cannol now ;
the member for Williams-Narrogin has heen
clected.

The SPEAKER-ELECT
hven conducled te the Chair by the mover
and seconder said: My, Premier and hon.
members of the Legislative Assembly, 1
thank you for the high honour you have
done me in electing me to the position of
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of
Western Aunstralia. [ shall endeavour 1o
preserve the rights; liberties and privileges
of hon, memhers and of this Heuse. I desire
to carry ouf the duties of this high office
with absolule impartiality, and | hope that
fhis will he the easier since | am nat leaving
a party on the foor of the House. It will he
my aim in the high and honourable nilice to
whiclh T have been elected, not only to retain
to ihis Chamber its present reputation as
one of the best condueted Houses of Parlia-
ment in Australia, but also to follow ihe
hieh traditions of the Mother of all Par-
liaments. 1 hope to have the assistance of
hon. memhbers in this diveciion,

[+.10]:

[+417 having
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Congratulations.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.43]: Mr. Speaker, whilst I am
sure that you will again pavdon my express-
ing regret that the late Speaker, Mr. Troy,
shiould have seen fit to resign, I do in all sin-
cerity congratulale you upon your election
to the high posilion you now oceupy. 1 am
satisfied that notwithstanding party differ-
ences which from time to time have taken
place in this Chamber, and in which you
have taken a neeessary part, you will uphold
worthily the traditions of this House and
you will see that the rights and privileges of
members are duly prolected, that order is
maintained in debate, and that the business
of the House is conducted with due de-
eorama.  You are a young man, yon have any
amount of possibilities ahead of you, and I
am sure that as you go on oceupying the
position you are now filling you will make
zood and win the confidence of members.
I congratulate vou.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [444]: 1
ask yon, Mr. Speaker, to aceept my con-
oratulations and T trust that while you hold
the high office you now oceupy vou will dis-
charge the duties of that office with dignity.
I deeply regret that the late Speaker should
Lave eonsidered it necessary to resign. Iam
sure he had the zood feelings of this party
and T trust that you also will earn the good-
will of the party I have the honour to lead.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4.45]: May
I also offer you, Mr. Speaker, my congratu-
lations on vour election to the high office of
Bpeaker of this House. I feel sure you will
endeavour to carry out the dufies of the
office with eredit to vourself and to the ad-
vantage of the House. The step which I
tonk was purely a voluntary one; I con-
sulted my own feelings and it is by my own
desire that I am now on the floor of the
House. Mr., Speaker, I again congratulate
you.

The PREMIER: I have now to inform
the House that His Excellency the Governor
is prepared to receive Flis Honour the
Speaker and hon. members.

Sitting suspended from 4.45 until 5.35 p.m.
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PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER-
ELECT.

On resuming,

Mr, SPEAKER (Hon. E. B. Johnston)
[5.30]: Mon. members, I beg to inform
vou that. aceompanied by the Premier, the
leader of the Country party, and other hon.
members, T waited on His Excellency the
Governor and submitied myself to him as
Seaker of the House, and His Excellency
was pleased to make the following reply:—

Mr. Speaker,—It is with mueh pleasure
that I learn you have been elected by the
members of the Legislative Assembly to
ihe high and hononrable office of Speaker
of the House. T have every confidence that
vou will fill the oflice in a worthy and
dignified manner. Harry Barron, Gov-

ernor, 13th February, 1917,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Honorary Minister: Amendment
of bealth by-laws of Broome Municipal
Couneil,

By the Minister for Works: Additional
by-laws for the regulation of motor and other
traffie.

QUESTION—SUNDAY TIMES CRITI-
CISM.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to a leading article
in the Sunday Times of 4th February? 2,
Is it true? 3, Does he propose to carry out
the instruetions contained therein?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No.
3, Answered by No. 1.

2 and

QUESTIONS {2)—RAILWAY LINE
TO KALGOORLIE.
Condition of Permanent Way.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware of the nomerous com-
plaints of travellers on the Kalgoorlie line
between Merredin and Kalgoorlie ag to the
state of the permanent way? 2, Will he
have a speeial inspection made at the earliest
possible moment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Yes.
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Vibration of Carriages.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is lie aware that the vibration of
the railway carriages on the Goldfields ex-
press on portions of the Yilgarn line is of
such a violent character that many of the
passengers are rudely awakened from sleep?
2, If the matter has not been already re-
ported, will he cause inquiries to he made as
early as possible, with the view of avoiding
a possibly disastrous railway aceident in the
near future?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Inquiries will be made.

QUESTIONS (2) — GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY.

Retrenchment of maintenatice men.

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Minister for
Water Sopply: 1, Is it a fact that a large
numhber 6f men (approximately 170) en-
gaged upon maintenance work on the gold-
fields water main have been recently dis-
charged? 2, Has the engineer in charge of
the scheme approved of the retrenchment as
heing economically justifiable at the present
time? 3, Will not this extensive curtailment
of maintenanee and repair work seriously
affect the life and safety of the pipe track
and result in greatly increased expenditure
on repairs in the near future?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
replied: 1, About 120 men have been dis-
charged. 2, Yes. Action was faken on the
inifjative of the Chief Engineer. 3, No.
Ordinary repair work is proceeding as wsual,
The speeial repair work necessary to be done
this financial vear has been completed.

Compensation,

Hon. W. D. TOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Water Supply: 1, What necessitated
the recent retrenchment on the Coolgardie
pipe track repairs? 2, In view of the fact
that those men had only just refurned from
their holidays—which were taken and spent
on the- understanding that work would con-
tinue as usual after Christmas—will he
make a special allowance as compensation
for (a) ‘the injustice of not notifying them
before leaving on their holidays; (b) the
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unnecessary expense incnrred through being
encouraged to return long distances for such
a short term of employment?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
replied: 1, Completion of special repair
work necessary to be done in this finanecial
vear, provided for on this year's estimates
o the recommendation of the Chief En-
zineer. Ordinary repair work is being pro-
ceeded with as usual. 2, Tt is not apparent
that injustice has been done by giving
casual labourers work which -was generally
known to bhe temporary, and by diseontinu-
ing this employment on completion of the
necessary work provided for on the esti-
tates. Instructions to veduce hands were

not issued by the Chief Engineer until after

the third week in January. Some of these
men will again be employed on Goldfields
Water Supply constraction work.

QUESTION—KIMBERLEY CATTLE,
GOVERNMENT PURCHASE.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Agrienltuve: 1, Is it the intention of the
Government to appeint a board to adjust
the weight of cattle recently purehased by
contraet from Torrest, Emanuel, or any other
eattle purchased? 2, If not, what action do
the Government intend to take to ascertain
the correet weight of the cattle before mak-
ing payment for same?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No. 2, The system generally
practised in the trade, and as carried out by
the late Government with regard (o last
season’s caftle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You had an expert
ihere last year. He is not there now,

QUESTION — ESPERANCE RAILWAY
AND ROYAL COMMISSION.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has he read the evidence taken
up to date hy the Esperance Lands Commis-
sion? 2, In view of that evidenee, is he pre-
pared to order the resumption of work with-
ont delay? 3, What has been the cost of
the Commission up to date?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, When the report of the Commis-
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sion becomes available it will receive due
consideration, and action will be taken in
accordance with the decision of the Govern-
ment. 3, Amount spent from inception
to Blst Janwary, IN17, including fees,
£762 17s. 4d.

QUESTION~—~ESPERANCE WHEAT
TRANSPORT,

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister
for Industries: 1, Have any sleps been
taken by the (Government to purchase, stack,
or transport the wheat of the settlers on the
mallee lands in the Esperance disiriet? 2,
Is it proposed to give these settlers any aid
or Facilities to get their wheal 1o market?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, The matter is under consideraiion.
2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION — TRANSCONTINENTAL
RAILWAY,

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: In view
of the German submarine menace, involving
the probable heavy loss of our shipping and
consequent isolalion of Western Australia,
will he wrge ihe Federal authorities 1o push
on with the Transcontinental railway with
all possible speed?

The PREMIER replied: I understand
that every effort is being made to complete
the TPransecontinental Railway, and I am now
in communication with the Prime Minister
in regard Lo this matter.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXTENSION,
LAKE BROWN AREA.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Works: 1, How do matters stand in
regard to the serving by railway communi-
eation of that large area of land in the Mt.
Marshall and Lake Brown areas? 2, Are
the Government considering the advisability
of reviewing the proposal to eontinue the
Wyalcatehem-Mt. Marshall line through
Lake Brown area to Merredin, and junction-
inz the said extension with the Dowerin-
Merredin line at Newcarnie?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Owing to the financial posi-

tion there is no immediate prospect
of constructing the hine. 2, It 15 nof
proposed to junction at Merredin as
the Railway Surveys Aet of 1913 provides
for the junction with the Dowerin-Merredin
Railway, but when the survey is in progress
the point of junciton will have full consider-
afion,

QUESTION—THE GOVERNOR’S
ADVISERS.

Hon. .J. SCADDAN asked the Premier: Is
it not conlrary fo constitutional practice for
a private member of the House lo tender ad-
vive to 1is Excellency the Governor in eon-
nection with a political crisis involving the
question of a dissolution of the Legislative
Assembly?

The PREMIER, replied; 1t would not he
unconstitutional if Flis Excellency desived
information. On the cceasion to which this
auestion relales an assurance was sought, not
advice.

QUESTION—BRAN AND POLLARD
SHORTAGE.

Hon. J. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, What was the total yield of
wheat in the State during each year 1910 to
1916 inclusive, also the total amount of flonr
exported from the State during the same
period? 2, The amount of bran and pollard
imported during each vear? 3, Is he aware
that bran and pollard are essentials to poul-
fry farming and dairving, and that at pre-
sent there is a serious shortage in the State?
4, Was this position foreseen by the Minis-
ter, and, if so, what action has he taken to
relieve the position?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Wheat yield—1910, 5,602,368
hushels; 1911, 5,597,540 bushels; 1912,
4,358,904 bushels; 1913, 9,168,594 bushels:
1914, 13,331,350 bushels: 1015, 2,624,190
bushels: 1916, 18,236,355 bushels. Flour
exported — 1910, 61,636 centals: 1911,
145402 centals; 1912, 311,812 centals; 1913,
597,018 centals; 1914, 365,355 centals, for
six months ending 30th June; 1915, 58,992
centals, for 12 months ending 30th June;
1916, 345,947 centals, for 12 months ending
30th June. (Note.—The statistical vear was
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¢hanged to 30th June as at 1st July, 1914.)
2, Bran and pollard imported—1910, 260,376
centals; 1911, 264,551 centals; 1912, 186,017
venlals; 1013, 149,635 centals; 1914, 34,636
centals, for six months ending 30th June;
1915, 346,221 centals, for 12 months ending
30th June; 1916, 20,797 centals, for 12
months ending 30th June. (Note.—~The
statistical year was changed to 30th June as
at 1st July, 1914.) 3, Yes. 4, Yes. Every
eudeavour is being used to relieve the silua-
tion by secaring export flonr orders.

SELECT COMMITTEE TRUST FUNDS.
Interim report presented.

Myr. SMITH (North Perth) [547]: 1
lave the honour to present the interim re-
port of the select commitiee appointed by
this House to inquire iuto the administration
of the trust funds of the Supreme Court.
In doing so, I should like to explain that
this report only deals with one department
of the Supreme Court. We find that it will
take so long to go into all the various trust
funds in the lime at our disposal ihat we
have selected one department only and have
finished that. The committee now present
their interim report and intend, if (ime
will permii, to proceed with the inquiry,
aud reports concerning these other depart-
ments will be made available later on. 1
move—

That the interim report be received and
read.

Question put and passed; the report read.

On Further motions by Mr. SMITH re-
port ordered to be printed, and the time for
bringing up the select committee’s final re-
port extended for one month.

Sitting suspended from 6.8 to 7.30 pan.

MOTION—WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
THE GOVERNMENT.
Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownbhill-Tvanhoe)
[7.532]: T move-—

That the Gorvernment do not possess
the confidence of the coumtry because of
their acltion in  introducing during ihis
time of War purely parly measures to the
exclusion of more urgem! and important
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legislation affecting owr mationnl welfare,
their incapacity in the handling of tke
public finances, their general lack of in-
itintive and ability in the adminisiration
of the affairs of the State, and their aban-
donment of the principles of responsible
forernment,

First may 1 be permitted to say that it
seems  at this junecture things are par-
ticularly well ordered, for we did not begin
our proceedings with prayer as usual in
order tu  assure us of that Divine
ciarg fo neeessary to proper (Governmeat.
In view of some recent happenings, it would
be something in the nature of sacrilege
that prayers should be said at a gathering
of this kind. Matters have developed at
such a rapid rate that much of the subject
matter 1 had prepared before the Flouse
assembled this afternoon has become ancient
history as eompared with what has happenad
singe the Chamber met. Perhaps, however,
the less said on sueh a subject the belter, it
might be lefl to sink in and be properly
appreciated by embers and the publie
generally. T approach this question of want of
confidence in the Government with absolute
confidence. At least we shall be able to estab-
lish the true position of our friends on the
Treasury bench who have on every possible
oecasion urged their one desire to be fo
obtain an expression of opinion from the
people by means of a general election. But
they have taken every possible opporiunity
of avoiding suech an appeal! being made. I
know it is claimed by our friends on the
'I''easury bench they are unable to relinquish
their responsibility, but I wonld point out
that there Is nothing in the British Constitu-
tion or in our own Constitution whieh com-
pels any Minister or set of Ministers to
retain their positions on the Treasury bench
against their will. Tf it were their desire, as
we have so often heard it expressed, to
obtain an early appeal to the country, then
the opportunity of doing so has presented
itself on more than one occasion, and has
always been cleverly avoided. Rumours eir-
culate pretty freely in this Chamher and
throughout the City. And one is that a
certain member, for Williams-Narrogic, had
made up his mind when this motion was
submitted to the House to vote in
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favour of it in order that he mighi
keep a pledge made 1o the people of
his electoraie, when he said ihat on the
first opporlunily Ehat came his way he would
send Parliament to its masters. The oppor-
tunity came along but the hon. member, with
the aid of the Governmmnent, serambled out
of the way, Again it has been said that the
same lion. member suggested an amendment
1y the motion and was seeking a seconder
and 1he assistance of other wembers in order
that it might be earvied. As 1 bhave said,
matters have rushed along at such a rate
during revent hours that we find ourselves in
a enrious position. We find ourselves in a
position which is intolerable from the poini
of view of the proper rvepresentation of the
people and the proper carrying on of re-
sponsible Governnent,

The Minister for Works: You are a good
judge of that.

Hon, J. SCADDAXN: 1 hope T am a belter
Judge than the hon. member. T want at once
to make this siatement, whelher it be ae-
cepted by my friends opposile or by the
publie, that so far as this molion is con-
cerned T am not approaching it in any spirit
of party bitierness, but becanse I am earn-
estly eonvinced that nothing short of an
appeal to the conniry will settle the intol-
crable position of affairs existing in West-
ern Australia to-day. 1 am aware that all
sorts of snggestions have been made by re-
spongible and irresponsible persons in our
midst that the time is one for approaching
matters of domestic legislation from the
point of view of the formation of a national
Cabinet, That may or may nol be correct;
but 1 eannot see how it is possible for Par-
liament to approach this subject of ihe for-
mation of a national Government when
business is submilted te Parliament by a
distinctly . party Government aad the only
points on which fhey have insisted ibat a
decision shall be arrived at are matters of a
strietly party nature, of no valwe to fthe
couniry. On the question on which I sug-
gesi  a -pational Government should hbe
formed, namely, the consideraiion of the
finances and the restoring of the financial
eredit of the State, (he (iovernment, for their
own safety and to save their own skins.
have rin away from the position by throw-
ing overboard iheir financial proposals. 1
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wish 10 apologise to the Chamber, as 1 fin:l
there will be nothing strikingly original in
my remarks. This (Labour) party sat on the
Treasury bench for a period approaching
live years, and all | am likely to say by way
of indiciment of the Government has been
said by wmy friends on the Treasury bench
wien they were sitting in opposition. Al
this tnik about dropping party bitterness has
been =aid and repeated times out of number
by our friends when sitting in opposition.
In November, 1913, the present leader of the
Government made this sintement  to  the
Pregs—

There has been no party bitterness ex-
hibited which has not heen the outeote
of Government action, and 1t is idle to say
that one must condone all the acis of the
Government, good, had or indifferent on
aceount of the war.

1f chat was the attitude of wmy friends when
in opposition, 1 suppose I am justified in
claiming equal consideration for the preseni
oppusition.  We eould not justify ourselves
aw members of Parliament. mneh less as mem-
hers of the Opposition, were we to aceent
on account of the war all the Government
has done, good, bad and indifferent, em-
phasising the “bad and indifferent.” for
there has been little done which has been
guml.  Since the present Covernment took
ollice, wembers of the Opposition have en-
deavoured te avoid nnnecessary criticism of
the Government, particularly on questions of
finance. There have been opporlunities of
doing this such as never previously presented
themselves to an Opposition. The Opposition
have had numerous opportunities of eriti-
cising severely the manner in which the pres-
ent Government have handled {he question of
finance during recent months. Owr friends
on the Front Treasurv hench attained that
position largely beeause they told the publie
and eonvinced the unthinking members who
sit on (he Government cross benches thai
they had within them all the business acu-
men it was possible to collect in this State.
and they urged that the couniry was in a
finaneial muddle and that they were 1he
only people capable of straightening ont
affaire. How far they have achieved that
object one may judge hy the monthly re-
tnrns published with regard to the finances
of this State. Before tonching that point.
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however, I wish to quote further from state-
menls wade by our friends on the Treasury
beneh, I find that the member for Nor-
tham (Idon. J. Mitehell), the present Min-
ister for Industries, made (he following
statement on the 25th February, 1915:—

The country is looking for sound ad-
ministration and dewands it. “The coun-
try also requives the Premier to go carve-
fully into the expenditure of this money.

If ever the eountiry demanded sound ad-
ministration it is being demanded now, but
that demand evidently is unheeded because
of the desire of our friends opposite to re-
tain their positions on the Treasury bench
for a few months longer, Ou another oe-
casjon, in 1914, the same hon. gentleman,
whe s never teo careful of his words, made
this statement—

The Premier has failed and Ministers
have failed in their endeavours to run
this country, unless indeed they are en-
deavouring to run it on the rocks.

More anon about the rocks. The present
Premier when, as leader of the Opposition,
he spoke on s no-confidence motion, urged
that the time had arrived when criticism of
members should he helpful rather than
otherwise. I interjected, ‘‘Before you go
on, you say yvou want to be helpful in your
eriticism. If you really mean what you
say, how do you propose meeting the diffi-
culty?’’ The retort of the then leader of
the Opposilion was, “Let the Premier ask
me something easy. I do not want Lo be
offensive or to make personal remarks, but
when the ship is difting on the roeks, or
when the pilot will take a wrong course and
put his ship in danger of running on to a lee
shore, it is time to change the pilot. If the
pilot is changed, it will perhaps he possible
to save the ship. I did not want to give
an answer, but the Premier asked for it.”’
I am delighted now that T made that inter-
jection and obtained that answer from ihe
present Premier, First of all we were fold by
the present Minister for Industries that we
were running the country on the rocks, and
shortly afterwards we were told by the
then leader of the Opposition when a ship
is drifting on the rocks a change of pilot
is reguired. T desire to ask now, if we
were then drifting on to a lee shore,

*

[ASSEMBLY.]

whether anyone can tell me where we are
drifting to now. If a change of pilot was
necessary then, I submit that a change in
pilot only is not sufficient to meet the
danger. The State is making such rapid
progress towards the rocks that we want
not only a change of pilot, but an entire
change of erew; and the sooner that can
be arranged the better it will he for the
State generally.  References have been
numerous to the financial position of the
Btate and to the need for better handling.
The present Premier once said—

The deficit has been growing month by
month,
It is not growing gradually now. Indeed,
the state of the deficit reminds me of the
Japanese plant so often seen in pictures,
planted fo-day, to-morrow it is a huge tree,

It has been growing month by menih
ever sinee the hon, member took posses-
sion of the Treasury bench, and it now
stands at £837,000, and with our small
population it cannot be treated in an off
hand manner, or in the light fashion that
one need not bother about it, and it does
not matter whether the deficit goes on in-
ereasing or not.

Then. later on, he said—

T am satisfied their assistance will be
given readily if the Government outline
a plan which will embrace rigid economy
in the different departments, and in the
administration of the public finances. Of
course we cannot maintain credit if the
Government set an example of exirava-
gant and reeckless expenditure, therefore,
it is more than ever necessary that the
Government should set the example of
frugality and economy I have outlined.

But ever at that time—December, 1914—we
had a young Liberal who had just blos-
somed forth in his place in the Chamber
sitting in Opposition who desired to add his
quota to the eriticism of the Government,
and he wanted to be more emphatic than
even his leader. He said—

It is astonishing to me to find, as it is
astonishing to every man in Western Aus-
tralia who thinks, and has any business
knowledge, that there should be any de-
fieit at all, let alone a deficit for the three
months of £196,000 over and above the
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huge amount of revenue 1 have mentioned.
My, Foley: Who was that?

Hon, J. SCADDAN: The present Attor-
ney (eneral. e could not see why ihere
was any reasen at all for a defieif, and vet
we have the hon. member assisting to in-
crease it at a more rapid rate than ever.
The Atforney CGeneral is a member of a
Cabinet  controlling a number of de-
partments, a  Cabinet composed of
gentfemen possessing business kuowiedge
and husiness acumen; some of them, too,
pussess o commercial fraining. These ave
the eentlemen who are in charge of depari-
ments where, instead of decreasing the ex-
penditure, we find them inereasing it. T'hen
again vn the 12th January, 1915, the pre-
sent Premier and Treasurer remarked—

The time has arrived and at the pre-
gent juncture no one knows what the
future will bring forth, when we must
praetice economy and we must learn to
make 10s, go where 20s. went before.

The hon. member max he able to justify
that statement by saving that he is lean-
ing. Unfortunately, the State is paying
dearly while the Treasurer is learning his
business in the dirvection of making 10s. go
where 20s. went before. As a matler of
faet, he seems to be learning, unforiunately,
to make 20s. go where 10s. went previonsly,
and now we have got to such a state that
even our friends opposite recognise that
the writing is on the wall. In .January,
1915, the present Treasurer said—

The pernicions system of building up
an ever-inereasing deficit, despite an in-
ereasing revenue, and depending upon
loans to make good the difference, can
have only one resnlt. namely, financial
disaster, We look to the Government to
remedy that siate of affairs: they alone
have the power and theirs is the respon-
<ihility.

I want t» emphasise that statement. and
to ask the Treasurer now tu accept a liitle
of his own medicine. Tleirs is the respon-
stbility : they alone are entitled to slow how
the existing state of affairs can be remedied,
and as the Suaday Times, in my opinion,
printedly and effectivelv explained. if ihe
present Government eannot do it, in view
of the assurances thev gave to the public
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on hehall of the Liberal party, they should
wet ont, and the public then would be in the
position to say whether they desired that
condition of affairs to continue.

Mr. Nairn: They did not suggest sendiny
for you.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I am not suggest-
ing that 1 should be sent for, but if 1 am
sent for, it will be to tender advice, not tu
frive ASSUrances,

Mr. Munsie: And vou will not go as a
deputation.

Hon. J. SCADDAN : Then again, on the
24th I'ebruary, 1913, the present Treasurer
sard—

I do wish to say, as I said before, that,
so far as 1 am concerned, I am not in
favour of imposing inercased taxation
until sueh time as the Giovernment have
shown some determination to exereise
that due economy which the country is
entitled to expect at their hands.

Mr. Bolton: Reduction of wages and
reduction of salaries.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Be it what it may.

Mr. Bolton: That is what it is.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Economy must be
exercised. Eeconomy has been laid down
as the fundamental policy not only of
the Liberal party but also of wy friends
sitting opposite.

Then again, dealing with the question of
increased {laxation, on the same day he
suid—

The existing burden is quite enough for

them to carry, and it is necessary wer

should refrain from adding to it. People
are always willing to pay interest and
sinking fund. When the famous war
emergency tax was introdueed 1 pointel
out that the Governmeni had no justifi-
eation to take from the pockets of the
people any money for the purpose of
assisting our farmer friends. The proper
course was te horrow., and that is the
proper course to follow now, so that
works might be carried on.
I mention this for the purpose of trying,
if possible, to hold a little mirror before
our friends opposite, in order that they
may see themselves in a proper perspective.
I do not want to misrepresent the position.
They had the opportunity when sitting in
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vpposition, of indulging in destructive eritic-
ism, but no opposilion has a right, partie-
Iarly under existing conditions, to forget the
necessity of eonserving tlhie eredit of the
State merely for the purpose of using il
for party advantage. I wani them also to
realise the fact that they told this House that
it was due fo the want of business acumen,
wd faek of business knowledge, and methods
in the Government departments, that the
Labour Government had failed to adjust
the finances. To-day we have the speclacle
of the people of the State, through their
representntives, and cven without the third
party asking for a scat in the Cabinet for
the purpose of keeping that Cabinet on the
straight road, finding themselves drifting
on to the rocks at an even more rapid rate
than their predecessors, and the CGovern-
went were quite prepared to close down
Pacliament, and avoid the diffienity of hav-
ing te answer knotty gueslions, and mecting
pussible difficulties in the political spherc.
With regard to the condition of the finances,
as we find it at the present time, we have
a Government represented in the legisla-
tive Cooneil by the Colonial Secrctary, Mr.
{olebateh, | venlure to remark that therc
has been no representative in Parliament,
either in the Council or the Assembly, who
has been so severe in his eriticism of his
predecessors as Mr, Colebateh.  The most
irresponsible utterances cver made, either
on the public platform or in Parlinment.
were made by that gentleman from time
tu time, when there was a Labour Govern-
ment sitting in posscssion of the Freasury
hench. But in his avdour he forgot tha:
the time might arrive when he would be
called upon o show what he could do ay
an administrator, and thus keep faith with
the many statements made by him with re-
eard fo the control of the affairs of State.
Unfortunntely for the people, and alse un-
fortunately for Mr, Colebateh, thai time
arrived reeently, and I know of no one,
having had control of the departments he
is now in echarge of, who has made such
a miserable muddle of the administration
of thein as that wentleman. Tt is now
abundantly evident that it there s
one member of the Cabinet who may be a
capable man from the point of view
of destructive criticism, there is no one
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in that Cabinet, bad as they all are,
who lias failed as Mr. Colebateh has so far
as construetive abilily is eoncerned. The
Public Service Commissioner, in defence of
the service, owing to the fear that the Gov-
erninent might infliet unwarranted hardships,
issied a return showing the position of Lhe
seevice and how the finances had reached
their present condition, and it was then that
we had from Mr. Colebatch an admission
thai the deficit had been built up  through
causes over which the Governmenl had no
conivol., What did Mr. Colebateh say in the
Legislative Counell on the 2nd Marel, 1915,
sometiine before he possessed a seat in the
Cabinet-—

Hoew has the deficit been bwmlt ap? It
has been built up by absolute wnste, and
two sourees which 1T may mention are
firstly, sticking exelusively to the day la-
Lour syslem in all Governmenl works,
whether constructed out of lean or revenuc
tunds, and, secondly, frading concerns.
When one urges the necessity to eeono-
mise it is always thrown at him that loe
desires to reduce the salary of the eivil
servant. '

Later on, speaking with regard to the neces-
sity Yor inltroducing economies, he said—

Wit we mean by economy is the elin-
ination of waste.

I have with me a- few cullings Ffrom lius
speech made on Thursday evening last. Let
us sea where we find ourselves now. This is
what he said—

That cconomy is desirable, is possible,
and is necessary, [ eandidly admit, but |
think it is also necessary to remember that
very many of the public servants have
roue without the increments Lhey were en-
titled to expeet, noiwithstanding the very
large expenditure. A great many of
themn have given fo the State, services that
wonld have been more genercusly recog-
nisel lind they been in private  employ-
ment. and farge bodies of the public
sorvants have remained at the same sala-
ries which they ¢drew some vears ago, not-
withstanding the fact that wages in all other
walks of life have wone up considerably.
each wgeneral inereaze in wages heing in-
evitably accompanied by a ecorresponding
incrense in the cost of living, T am not
saving {his for the purpose of suggesting
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that there is no need for economy, There
is greal need for economy and there are
great possiblities of economy, but I do
think that the public sometimes lose sight
of these larger facts and attribute to the
public servants offences of which they are
not guiliy. 1 koow it is suggested that it
is a pampered service. There may be
members of that service who do not do
their duiy, or carry ont their work, but I
think {hat any one who impartially studies
the fizures of the Public Service Commis-
sivner must eome to the conclusion that it
1s not in that way, entirely or even chiefly.
that onr dehuencv has arisen
Whilst in the removal of the deficit it mll
be the duty of the Governmenl to intro-
duce administrative economy and to im-
pose such taxation as can be imposed with-
out embarrassing our industries, I do not
see how the position ean be materially im-
proved except by a large increase in popu-
lation and in wealth produetion. There
is no other remedy ..... The ex-
penditure of the Fiducation Department
depends not on the number of the people
in the State, hut on the number of children
receiving tuition In addition
lo this, the State in the meantime had em-
barked upon educational projeets ountside
of primary edueation, and in 1905 the
number of pupils in cother than primary
schools was only 865, whereas at the end
of last vear it was 6,985, an inerease of
over 700 per cent. The following fignres
will put the position more clearly. In
1905 we lad in the primary schools
27,978 children and in 1916 we had
45,725, In the evening classes in 1903 we
had 344 pupils. and 2,612 in 1916, Tn the
secondary schools in 1905 we had no stu-
dents at all. but in 1916 we had 493. In
the technical schools we had 460 scholars
in 1905, and in 1916 we had 3.759. At the
Training College in 1905 we had 61 stu-
dents, and in 1716 we had 124, Thesc
fizures repreﬂent a total increase over the
28,843 pupils in 1905 of rougily 24,000,
the total for 116 heing 52,713.
That is an evidence that the expenditure on
educalion had increased, although perhaps
our population had not inereased to the same
exlent, the inereased expenditure hein2
largely due io the additional number of
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children attending the schools. The Colonial
Secretary conlinued—
It members will turn to the iables com-
piled by Mr, Jull they will find that as
against an inerease of 28 per cent. in popu-
}ation there has been an inecrease of 113
per cent. in the inferest and sinking fund
charges; and 1f they add that increase to
the decreased revenue paid by the Com-
monwealth (o the State they will have the
whole position in a nutshell. Hon. mem-
bers need not smile.
In view of the utterances they had heard
from Mr. (olebatch in previous years when
he sat in Opposition, 1 suggest that 1t was
only because of the known decorum prac-
ticed in that august Chamber that the smiles
did not hecome somelbing in the nature ol
derisive Jaughter, The hon. gentleman eon-
tinued-—
In these two things we have practically the
eniire explanation for the unhappy stale
of the finances of Western Australia at the
present iime,
Yet Mr, Colebateh had repeatedly told the
people that the condition of our finances
was due to extravagant and wasteful ex-
penditure on Lhe part of the Government
who preceded his parly in office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: His other colleagues
had said the same.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: Yes, they had

Aygain, we have thizs—

In the first of the yvears to which the
report of the Pnblic Service Commissioner
makes reference, namely, 1905-6, the
revenue returned by the Commonweslih
to this State was £872.092, whereas the
estimaied revenue fram this source for the
current vear s only £5395963. Thus,
while the contributions of the public to
the Commonwealth revenue have materi-
ally increased, and the population of the
Stale has grown, as Mr. Jull’s figures
show, by 28 per cenl.. there has bheen
reduclion of no less than £277,029 in the
revenune returned by the Commonwealth to
the State. and that reduclion is one of
the very material ¢auses of the present
unforiunate position of ihe Stale.
There is only one other point in My,
Jull's  interestine  and  valuable return
to whieh T intend 10 refer: and that is
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the increase of 108 per eent. in the Medi-
cal, Lunacy, Charilies, and Health Da-
partmuts.  Here again we have {o eon-
sider the seattered naiure of our popula-
tion; and, whilst T helieve that many ee-
onomies can e elfected in those deparl-
ments withoul imparing their efficiency, T
do not think it is the wisly of the publie
that charifable relief should be withheld
in deservingz cases, or that the health of
the public generally, or facilities for
medieal aftention in outlying portions of
the State. should he regarded from the
point of view of saving a few hundred
pounds here and there. I consider that
vur metrapolitan hospitals should be more
nearly self-supporting than they are.
1 want the Treasurer (o digest that slate-
ment made by the Colonial Secretary, If
Mr. Colebateh was able to discover these
things, surely the Treasurer should have
discovered them, in which case it was his
duty to declare it to the people and fo this
Chamber, which is responsible for the eon-
trol of the finances. That discovery hy the
Colonial Secretary was  opporfune from
the point of view of the Government. They
had previously 1old the country that ali
that was required to restore confidence and
adjust the financial difficulties was the ad-
vent of a Liberal Government I think it
was the present Attorney (ieneral wha said
on the publie platform—

The advent of a Libernl Government
gave confidenee to the Stale, for il spelt
the utilisation of business methods in the
conduct of State affairs.

How often have we beard from our friemds
opposite of those glorious ten days succeed-
ing their advent as a Government. Down at
Busselten the Treasurer said—

We have been only ten days in office.
and confidence is again restored.

This does not square wilh (he views of their
supporters in St. George's-terrace, business
men who, for the purpose of proteeting
their industries, have found it necessary fo
issue a cireular letter condemning the Gov-
ernment and declaring that the Governinent
had effeetually destroyed any confidence Lhat
might have been in thc State when they ook
office. If anyone can show me proof that
confidence exists in the minds of the people
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to-day, I am prepared to withdraw from the
position I lave taken up. Without fear of
contradiction [ asserit that the pecple have
lost confidence in the Liberal Administration,
in their ability to do even as well as their
predecessors. 1t is only fair fo my own
party to say that the financial diflienlties we
had to face were nol of onr own making.
We endeavoured to oblain furiher financial
assistance from the laxpayer in the only
equitable mannper, namecly, by calling upon
those who could bLetter afford lo carry the
added burden. Bul our friends opposite
used their influence in another place
to  prevent our obtaiming assistance
in  that direction. So  despite their
protestations  of not  being  respon-
sible for the present position of
affairs, they, in conjunction with their
friends in another place, are directly respon-
sible for the defeal of onr taxation proposals
in the Council. And the only argument
nsed by Mr. Colebateh in opposition to
those proposals was ifhat there had been
wagteful expenditure by the Government,
and that lie for one was not prepared to
grant them an additional penny to squan-
der. T think the present Premier said the
same thing. And, after their assurances to
the House and the country that, with the
business acuinen possessed by Ministers, to-
gether with close application fo work and
the introduction of due economy in the de-
partments they eonld adjust the finances,
what do we find? They have been in office
for seven. months. The Premier has said
that they are not responsible for the finances
during those seven months. Of course they
are just as responsible as were the Lahour
Government during their first year of office.
The present Government assured the coun-
(rv that they knew the position and the
remedy. TE they did not know it they mis-
led the publie. If they did know it and have
not exercised that knowledge, thdy are ob-
taining their Ministerial salaries under false
pretences. During ihe corresponding seven
months of last financial year the expenditure
amounted to £3,165,000. For the seven
months of the present financial year, under a
Government who insist on due economy in
the deparimenis, the expenditure has been
£3,347,000, or an inerease of £182000. For
the seven months of last financial year the
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revenue amounted to £2,667,000, and for the
seven months ended January last, under the
present Government, lhe revenue was
£2,731.000, or an inerease of £64,483. There-
fore the Government cannol claim 1hat the
inereased deficit has heen due to a falling
revenue, for they had £64,000 increased rev-
enue to spend, and £117,000 besides. And
they spent it all. During seven months of
this vear they have ndded to the deficii
£615.298, and yet the Aftornev Generaly
when in Opposition, said that there was no
reason in the world why there should be a
deficit at all. The Premier himself in his
poliey speech declared that the first duty of
the Government was to slrengthen out the
finaneial tangle. How have they gone ahont
i1? The first thing they did was to repeal
the distriet railway eharges, afier whieh
they veduced the fertiliser freighls and the
rates on lines under construetion. In 1915-
16 the railways showed a surplus over work-
ing expenses of £576,000, as against
£560,000 in fhe previous year, or an increase
of £16,000. Afier paying interest the loss
was, in 19153-16, £48,000, as against £25,000
in 191+15. The odditional interest in the
vear referred 1o was no less than £40,000.
One had but to turn lo the report of the
Commissioner of Railwavs to find thal the
loss was almost entirely due to the opera-
tions of the spur raitwayvs, known as distriet
railways. Notwithstanding this, the Govern-
ment immediately repealed the charges on
those districl railwavs. Of course we know
why. They had made a working avrrange-
mnet with our friends on the Government
cross benches. And, nolwithstanding those
members  continually praling abhout the
necessity for a party to take responsibility,
they declined to carry anv responsibility,
and merely used their balance of power to
fiteh from the Treasnrer as trustee for the
State £60,000 by ithe repeal of the charges
on the district railwavs, and in olher direc-
tions.

Mr. Thomson:
those charges?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: [t is not what 1
think about them; it was a question whether
the condiion of the State’s finances should
not be improved before that farther loss was
made. The Treasurer should have come v
Parliament and said “I propose to obtain ad-

Wlhat do yvou think about
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ditional revenue in this and that direction. T
require it in order to make good a loss to be
entailed by the proposed repeal of the
charges on distriet railways.” But he did
not do thai. He was not concerned with the
adjusting of the finances, although he had
declared it to be the first duty of the Gov-
ernment. What he was concerned about was
the possession of the Treasurv bench and the
keeping of the compaet which had enabled
him to get there,

Mr, Cacpenter:
State.

Ifon. .J. SCADDAN: Yes. If ever there
was a deliberate piece of rohbery for the
purpose ol obtaining political power it was
this action of these two parties in repealing
the district railway charges, and reducing
the fertiliser freights until such time as
ways and means had been disecovered to make
wood the logs. T use the word ‘‘robbery’’
Mv. Speaker, because T want the House and
the eountry to understand that the money
we are handling is the money which belongs
io the people of the State. They were
never consulted about this bacgain, nor
were they asked to express an opinion as
to whether it was desivable in the existing
condition of affaivs, for it to be made pos-
sible for this additional loss to aecrue.

My, Wansbrough:  You should
thought about that five vears ago.

Houn. J, SCADDAN: In 1911 we went to
the people and declared that the distriet
railwayv eharges. this ineubus and imposi-
tion referred to by the Attorney CGeneral,
whieh had been inaugurated by the Liberal
(Ctovernment. were iniguitous and ought to
he repealed. We told the publie also that
it was essential that we should obtain ad-
ditional revenue, and said how we thought
i ought to be obtained. We repealed those
charges, and came along to Parliament with
a Bill providing for obtaining addilional
taxation. While our friends on the cross
henches, to give them their due, supported
ihis to a man. leaving onlv nine members
an the Liberal side of the House to +oie
against it, another place where the party
game is played more effectively than
it can he played here, threw ont these fin-
anvial proposals, caring little about the
credit of the State: and vet nur Criends on

At the expense of the

have
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the cross benches suguest that we should
go on carrying that loss. I told the people
and Parliament that the two must stand
side by side, and as Treasurer of the Staie
and trustee of the publie funds, I was not
prepared to add (o our losses unless |
could see some way of making good the ad-
ditional loss, amdl perhaps making  zood
some of the other losses as well. “The pre-
sent Cuvernment were not entitled io re-
move these district railway charges unless
they could bring forward some evidenee to
gshow that they were in earnest in making
financial proposals in order to adjust the
difficulties into which the State has now fal-
len. The Commissioner for Railways drew
attention to the fact that, bazed on last year’s
tralfiec, and that membhers musl admit was
small in comparison with what the traflic
probably will be nest yvear when the re-
dueed rates will be applied, the additional
Joss which would accrue to the railways as
a result of the repeal of these charges, was
no less than £26,000, and that by the repeal
of the fertiliser freighis the loss would he
£35,000, or approximalely, together a loss
of between £56,000 and £60,000. This is the
priee of the bargain reade between the two
parties for the purpose of obtaining pos-
session of the Treasury bencl. We have
to add to this list the further loss which
will acerne te the Publie Works Depart-
ment by redncing the ehiarges upon railways
under ronstruction,

Hon. W. . Angwin: Which never paid.

Hon. J. BCADDAN: That will amount te
approximately, when we zet back fo rail-
way construelion al the rate at whieh it
used to go on, £10,000 to £15000 per an-
num. The Commissioner for Railways has
already explained that the net loss on dis-
trict railwavs, not ineluding the Marhle
Bar and Hopetoun lines, which are for de-
velopmental purposes entirely, amounted {o
£68.351. which eompared with the previons
vear increased the loss on these lines by
£15,730. The anly railway which the Commis-
sioner for Railwavs declares are returning
a profit are the three in the South-Western
timber areas, and he savs that in view of
the aholition of the distriet railway rate the
loss  will be increased. He says that
from the railwavy managemeni point of

[ASSEMBLY.]

view the circumstances rather warrant an
inevease in the freight charges than other-
wise. 1 am not here for the purpose of
trying to justify these charges. I am here
to make this stalement, that, in view of
wlhat il means Lo the settler to have early
railway eommunication, in view of the fact
that all members of Parliament had urged
upon the previous Governments to even in-
crense the rate af which they were building
railways in the agrieultural districts, I think
it is deplorable, taking into aceount our
present finaneial position, that we should
for ihe purpose of hargnining between the
twi, parties and for the purpose of being
able. as a pariy, to control the affairs of
the Siate, give awayv the taxpayer’s money
tn the extent of something bhetween £65,000
and £70,000 anl thus add to the loss on
onr working railways. 1 am not one of
those who believes that the public will tol-
craie ihis kind of thing, but I believe they
will iolerate it less when they know that all
this is dane without the Government first
having carvefully eonsidered how they pro-
pose to muke good the loss. I know that
the Government have inereased the freights
and  fares in  different directions. Just
as the CGovernment were not justified
in repealing these district railway charges
under (hie conditions prevailing, or in re-
ducing the fertiliser freights, so were they
not justified in increasing the railway
Freights and fares in the direction they did.
1 would like to give an example or two of
this. 1f a loss acerues in our railway sys-
tem. surely it is desirable that we should see
how that loss does acerne. So long as we
can he just and fair we ounght to ask that
poertion of our railway system which is re-
spongible for the loss, if it is not able tn
make wood the whole of the amount, to
make gaod al least some portion of it, rather
than go lo the people who are already pay-
ing hizh rates and high farves on our rail-
ways and ask them to make good the addi-
tional loss which would acerue upon these
other seelions of our railway system. Bni
this is exactly what the Government have
done, They have inereased the rates on es-
sential commodities.  They talk about the
formation of a National Covernment in
order to protect the best interests of the
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people of the State. ls it not one way of
protecting the people to conserve the food-
stuffs of the people and keep down the eost
ot living for themn? The (fovernment. how-
ever, hiave done the very reverse. They have
increased the railway freights against the
man living in the country districts, in the
vulback goldfields areas; the people on the
one hand, who, aceording to the Minister
Lor Industries, have wmade agriculture pos-
=thle in the State, and the pcople on the
other hand who have been developing the
wuld-mining areas of the State, they have, 1
sav, inereased the charges set against these
people and increased their eost of living to
the benefit of peuvple living in and around
our city. Let me quote some examples of
this. The cost of freiglits upon essential
articles of food for the carrving on of owr
priunary industries, wining maehinery, agri-
cultural implements. and so on, have been
increaged to the tollowing extent——on one
ton to Northam 2s. 10d., on one i(un te
Albany 10s. Gd., and on one ion to Kalgoor-
lie 11s. 2d, on one ton to Leonora 14s. 2d.,
on one ton to Meekatharra 15s. 3d., but on
ane ton to Armadale, which is in the sub-
urbs, 1s. The Honorary Minister, who is
responsible for answering cerlain guestions
in the Honse, ecan claim as often as he likes
that this is not a tax in the ordimary sense.
But it is a tax, and a tax of a most perniei-
ous kind: it is a levying of undue charges
agninst those people who are opening up
our country districts to the advantage of
those who are living in and aroond our eity
and metropolitan aven, Twmagine inereasing
the railway freights upon essential commo-
dities to a man at Meekatharra. who is
waorking in the mining industry there. and
who, upon the carriage of such necessities
#~ food. machinery. and kerosene, has to
payv infte the Treasury 13s, 3d. per ton.
whilst the man who is living ouly as far
out of the city as Armadale 15 called upon
to coniribute to the Treasury only 1s. per
ton! That is one of the methods emploved
by our friends opposite io adjust cur finan-
ces.  1f this commends itself to the people
of the State, then T misunderstand the feel-
ings of the people. T venture to say that even
people in the metropolitan area recognise
the njustice of eharges such as those which
T have outlined. There is n feeling growing
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in the State that we must apply ourselves,
not to decenlralisation as we bave talked it
s0 frequenily in the House, decentralisation
as members mean it by the expenditure of
public moneys i the different parts of the
State, but that we mnst apply ourselves to
methods. even to ihe extent of amending
some of onr existing social conditions, by
which we shall induce people to open up
our vast interior.  Can we own Australia
Ly having a few people populating just the
frinze of our coast, or ceniralised in and
around our etv? We talk about the de-
pleted population of the State, but I say
that the population of the metropolitan
area. notwithstanding the number of men
who Lave left the State during the past
two vears. bas increased and not decreased
as o result of the war., The whole of our
losses in population are in the eountry dis-
tricts. Arce we encouraging men to go hack
ty the mining arveas, to hump their hloueys
and live in the bush, are we encouraging
wen to go out into our agricultural areas
when the sapplies, which are so necessary
to enable them to carry on their prospecting
aml agrienltural operations respectively, are
to have the charges placed upon them that
I have outlined, whilsi the Treasurer insists
i going on with all his exiravagant expen-
diture in ail the departments? Are we to
place these charges upon these people and
so ardd to the unfortunate conditions under
wltich ihey are labouring, whilst the man
who is living in the metropolitan area in the
lapr of luxury is asked teo contribuie nothing
to the Treasury on this secore unless he is liv-
ing at Arvmadale, when he contributes at the
vate of Js. a ton? Tt is up to our friends on
the eross-benches to wake up and see to the
demands of the people in the disiriets which
they represented. Tt may have heen a part
of fhe bargain io reduce these railway
charges. but 1 ask them to show the House
and their eonstitnents whether, whilst they
were relioving these people of what they
termed these pernicions charges, thev also
agreed {o ile increased rates? Tf so.
it has nof heen made public. On the one
hand. they have eiven the farmerz a redue-
tion in the charges on our district railway
lines, but on the other hand they have in-
creased the freights until, as a matter of
fact. thev are in a worse position than they
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were in previously. Here are some exam-
ples of what I mean. So. that the matter
may be thoroughly understood, I wish to
indicate the articles to which I refer,
namely, dairy produee, fish, bacon, hams,
beef, pressed pork, groceries, canned fruits,
and tinned milk. Each one of these items
represents a commodity which the farmer
must have for his wife and family and for
the purpose of keeping himself on his hold-
ing, and which must be carried over our
railway system. The same thing applies to
galvanised iron, building material, oils and
kerosene, for each is an essential commodity.
'This applies to the man on an agrieultural
area fed by one of our railways, as well as
to the man who is opening up one of our
gold-mining areas. A settler at Nyabing
nnder the old rate, including the distriet rail-
way cliarge of 1s., wonld have paid £4 8s, 3d.
to carry one ton of these commodities to
Nyvabing. Qur friends opposite, for the pur-
pose of keeping their eoniract, repealed the
disiriet railway charges. They followed that
up by increasing railway rates. What do
we find as a consequence? The settler would
pay, exclusive of terminal eharges, £4 10s.
freight on a ton of these commodities, or
an increase of 7s. 94. per ton. The Govern-
ment gave him 1s, and left him 6s. 9d.
to the bad. That is business acumen. Un-
fortunately there are in polities in variouns
parts of the British dominions too many
men who apply busitess acumen, as il is
known in private concerns, to the detri-
ment of the public. We custedians of the
publie do not exist for the purpose of fleec-
ing the publie, but in order to protect the
hest interests of the public. On the other
hand, trusts and combines exist principally
for the purpose of fleecing everyone they
ecome in contact with, in order te pay hig
dividends to their shareholders, The pre-
sent Government, 1 repeat, have given the
gettler 1s. in order to take from him 7s, 9d.
I remember well the howls raised by our
friends on the cross benches, and also by
the present Minister for Industries (Hom.
J. Mitchell}, when the previous Government
raised railway freights. But the previous
Government made their increases on a slid-
ing seale, ranging from 25 per cent. nenr
the metropolitan area down to 5 per cent.
for the remoter parts of the State. Unfor-
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tunately, the previons Government were
driven into raising railway freights by the
action of the supporters in another place of
the present Government. But the eross-
bench supporters of the Government in this
Chamber have not made even a whisper
against the increnses imposed by the pre-
sent Administration. The present Treasurer,
in his policy speech delivered at Busselton
on the 9th Avgust, 1916, speaking as head
of the Government, said—

Railway raies and fares were increased
eonsiderably by his predecessors in office.
Ilad not the Libérals on all occasions
denounced Mr, Seaddan’s action in in-
creasing the freightsf

Was not the hon. gentleman speaking with
his tongue in his cheek? He was then ar-
ranging to increase railway freights so seon
as he and his friends were definitely settled
on the Treasury bench. That is why the
people of this State—sometimes the Sunday
Pimes does echo the opinions of the people
—say there is no enthusiasm for the leader-
ship of the Liberal party. Can there be
any enthusiasm when the head of the Gov-
ernment speaks as the present Premier spoke
at Busselton, and then acts as that hon.
gentleman has dene? The Premier says that
justice should be done though the heavens
fall. The lieavens must be sapported by
a pretty decent prop, or they would have
fallen long ago upon this Liberal Adminis-
tration. The Government must have a pecu-
liar idea of justice if they think they ren-
der it by giving a man 1s. and taking from
him 7s. 9d. The cry of Ministers has been,
“We must face the position so far as the
finances are concerned; we must stop the
drift on to the rocks.” And then they re-
duced railway freights on fertilisers and
abolished the terminal charges. On the
olher hand, however, they imposed higher
charges for services rendered by the rail-
way system, thus taking back more than
they had given. They went even further,
bringing down taxation proposals. The
State needed a sirong man—another Sir
George Turner. I have heard the member
for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) say more than
once that a man of courage was wanted, a
man who wonld not be pulled hither and
thither by his supporters, but would mark
out his course and pursue it even though
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the heavens might fall. Western Aus-
iralia got that strong man. He did
not consult either the cross henches
or even his oéwn  supporters. With-
out consulting anyhody, he came along with
a number of Bills, whigh he threw on the
Table of the House, saying, “There is
the result of my financial batebing during
the Ilast few months; I Thave here
the financial proposals which will save West-
ern Aunstralia from disaster. The hon. gen-
tleman proposed a super tax of 1S1 per
cent. on the man living right on the verge of
subsistence, the man whom the slightest in-
crease in the cost of living night compel to
demand either an increase in wages or salary
or else to apply to the Charities Department
in order to be enabled to clothe and feed his
children properly. But the man who, even un-
der war conditions, even during the droughts
through which this State has passed, lived
in the lap of luxury in the metropolitan
area, would, under the Premier's proposal,
pay a super tax of only 25 per cent. Why
was this proposed? Simply because the pre-
sent Government eannot faece ihe question
free from party considerations. The Pre-
mier's political friends are those who live in
the lap of luxury to-day, and he does not
propase to ask them to carry additional bur-
dens. Therefore he proposes a super tax of
181 per cent. on the man living on the verge,
the man who has been compelled to pay an
unnecessarily  high price for bread while
wheat was rotting on onr wharves and being
destroyed by mice in the country districts.
That man has bad 1o cut down clothing; fool
wear, and tood for his ehildren and his wife
and himself. That is the man whom the
Treasurer proposes lo hit with a super tax
of 181 per cent., while limiting that lax to
25 per ceni. for ihose living in the lap of
luxury. The ery of the present Government
was thal they wanted office in order to en-
courage seitlement in the country districts.
They said, *We are going to draw popula-
tion to the Stale of Western Australia; we
are froing to inerease production.” Where
did they propose to increase produciion? In
the vicinity of Perth? If so, what was the
nalure of the increased production? Or did
they propose to increase produciion in Soulh
Australia, Vietoria, and New South Wales?
Another of the financial propoesals of the
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Government is, or was, a commodities tax of
15 per cent. to be paid by retailers through-
out the State. Can anyone umagine such a
tax assisting prodnetion? The resident of
Leonora who, under the scheme of the pre-
sent (iovernment, paid an inevease of 5 or
6 per cent. in railway freights, would he
paving, on top of that, 15 per cent. increase
on the retail prices of commodities. And the
Leonora retail price would mean the price of
the enmmodily on the coast plus railway
freizht and handling and other charges
to leonora.  Thus the Leonora resident
would have been called on to pay 13
per cent. extra in railway freights. On the
other hand, the residentl of the metropolitan
area—where we do not need to encourage
people to reside—would pay the 15 per cent.
tax only on the cosi of the commodity. And
such a proposal emanaied from the Govern-
ment who eame into office for the purpose of
straightening out the finances, promoting in-
dustries, and encouraging settlement in the
country districis and more particularly in
the agricultural areas. Another proposal of
the present Government was a tax on amuse-
ménls, To that proposal 1 raised no objec-
tion, exeept that I protested against its fea-
ture of hypoerisy. 1 objeet at all times to
any form of hypoerisy, and to misrepresen-
tation in any shape. The Treasurer’s state-
ment that the amusements tax was needed
for the repatriation of our soldiers amounted,
in my opinion, to misrepresentation, and
misrepresenlation which does the hon. gen-
tleman no eredit. T asked him across the
floor whether he proposed {o earmark money
raised by means of an amusement tax for
repatriation purposes each year. He replied,
“No, certainly not.” He admitted that he
expected 1o get £25.,000 or £30,000 annually
from sach a tax: and the amount which we
are pledged {o contribute for repatriation
purposes is only £16,000, and that only for
this vear. No guaraniee bas been given to
continue the contribulion next year or the
vear afier. But here we find the subject of
the repatriation of our soldiers used by the
Treasnrer for the purpose of passing a taxa-
tion Bill whieb is to yield him £25,000 or
£30,000 not only this year, but in subsequent
~vears as well. Why did not the hon. gentle-
man distinetly tell the House, “I am using
the question of the repatriation of our sol-



1736

diers for the purpuse of getting this addi-
tional revenne, but J have not the remotest
intention of applying that revenue to the
purpose T have mentioned?’* However, he
bag dropped the proposal. The Government
that came infto office for the purpose of
straightening out the finances have inereased
the defiett ar a more rapid rate than ever
their predecessors achieved. The one sore
point with me is that the present Tressurer
has utterly beaien my record. Seven months
after assuming office he comes along and tells
t'l.le House that he is sure it would suit the
convenience of hon. members if this session
were confined to purely matters of an im-
portant nature. TIs it not of importance
that we should slop the drift in our finances?
Are we, merely for ithe conventence of mem-
bers, 10 close down the session and negleet
our responsibilities in respect of the fin-
ances? Must the econvenience of members be
considered hefore all things? Nobody knows
beiter than the Premicer himself that again
he was misrepresenting the position. He de-
liberately misled the people by stating that
he wanied to get into recess in order that
he might constder maiters. He must have
considered finaneial maiters. If he has not
done so, he had no right to submit taxafion
proposals. Now, notwithstanding all his pro~
testations about saving the eredit of the
Stale and introducing due economies, he
says, “We musl close down Parliament and
throw our finaneial proposals overboard in
order that the Government may get a few
months’ Turlher lease of life.” That is prae-
fically the Premier’s position. The statement
which the hon. gentleman read to the House
Jest week eontains some such words as, “The
rehabilitating of the finances requires onr
earnest consideration.” T.et me tell the
House, and through it the ecouniry, that
from the attitude of our friends on the
Treasury beneh it is plainly apparent that
what troubles them at this moment is the
rehahilitating of Ministers. That is the first
concern of the Government. Confidence,
from the point of view of Ministers, is not
confidence in the State, but confidence in
them as administrators. Therefore they feel
they must rehabilitate themselves i the eyes
of the public. From this morning's news-
paper we learn that the Attorney General
took the Minister for Works to Queen’s
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Park. Why? Al the matters (onched on
by the Queen’s Park deputation were advo-
cated by the Altorney General when stand.
ing for Canning after aecepting office.

The Altorney General: Nothing of the
kind; and vou know it, too.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: 1 thought I would
draw the Attorney General.

The Attornev (eneral: You have lo make
a misstatement to draw me.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Let me tell the At-
torney General that when the Sfate elee-
tion for Canning——

The Attorney General: If 1 did not put
vou right, somehody might believe you,

Hon, J. SCADDAN: 1t will be those who
themselves are in the habit of telling the
truth who will believe me. Let me draw the
attention of the Atlorney General to the
fact that one of the questions subwmitted Lo
the Minister for Works, as reported in this
morning's paper, was the matter of a road
near Wattle (trove. 1 remember well, when
L addreszed a meeting at Wattle Grove dur-
ing my campaign 1 was told that the At-
torney General had brought down the chair-
man of the roads board to take the chair
at lis meeting. Mr. Sampson, 1 think his
name is, made the announcement that the
Attorney General had promised, if he got
back, he would find the money for this road.
Yet now we are told that the Minister for
Works will have a report made on the ques-
tion and see whai ean he done.

The Attorney General: That statement is
on a par with weany others.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: [t is not my state-
ment. I am quoling from the Press repott.
I remember away hack in 1905 when a Min-
ister of the then Labour Government, T
think it was the late Mx. Hastie, made the’
statement that he had not money with
which to do certain things as requested by a
deputation our £riends opposite made a howl.
“No money, no money; that is what a Lab-
outr Govermmnent says.” Yel we now have
the Minister for Works stating that he haz
not a single cent which he could give them
for this work. After having been in olffice
sever months, the member of a Government
which was going to adjust the finances tellz
the people that he has not the money for
necessary works.



The Minister for Works: Read the whole
of what I said.

Hen. .J. SCADDAX: 1 have not (he time
to read the lot.

The Minister for Works: Why do you
leave out the trath?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: What | am quoi-
ing appeaved in the report published in the
West Australian this morning—

With regard to the £1,000 asked fov, he
had not a single cent which he could give
them for the purpose desired.

If 1 am not speaking the truth the Minister
should blame bis party haek, the West Aus-
frdalian, and not me.

The Minister for Works: Read the whole
of what T said.

Iton, J. BCADDAXN: 1 am referring to
ong specific request made, and the answer
of the Minister for Works was that he had
not a single penny. If the Government is
hankrupt., why does not the Minister, as a
Minister, componnd wikth his ereditors?

The Minister for Works: Why do you not
read the whole of my reply? That refers
to a main road, and you know it.

Hon, J. SCADDAN: Let me ask the Min-
ister for Works if he told the people of
Queen’s Park that for the road over which
1 travelled on Sunday, and which in wmy
upinion is one of the worst in the State,
he had not a single peany? If so. why
is it that he is maintaining the Perth-Fre-
mantle road?

The Minister for Works: That is all right.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Of course it is all
right, to adopt the policy of spending money
so as to keep things in good order around
the City where the eyes of the public are
on Ministers. That is necessary to rehabili-
tate Ministers: but ont at Queen's Park
it dves not maiter a tinker's eurse whether
they have a rvad or not. The Government
have not a penny for works at Queen’s
Park, but it has thousands of pounds avail-
able io do the heavy maintenance work on
the Perth-Fremantle road eansed by motors
travelling over it from other distriets whieh
do not eontribute a single penny io the cost
of the road. While he can find thousands
of pounds for that work he cannot find
a single cent to help the man who is pro-
dueing in the hack blocks.
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Mr. Munsie: Al the movey has gone on
Hoyal Commissions.

Hon., J. SCADDAN: The point | am
endeavouring to make is that our friends
on the Treasury bench are more concerned
un the question of the rehabiliiation of
Ministers than the rehabilitation of the
finances. On the same oeccasion the Attor-
uey (ieneral is reported as having said—

L have jusl received a felephanic eom-
muoication from the Minister for Rail-
ways and Water Supply with reference to
maftters brought before him last week.
With regard 1o the drain in the railway
vard, Mr., Mitchell said the Railway De-
partment wag prepared to either increase
the size of the culvert to the reguired
dimensions, or make an open drain. The
second point was a request for a railway
crossing to be made al John-street. Mr.
Mitehell said this wounld be dore and he
was inquiring into the cheapest methad
wf making the whole constrnetion. With
reference to the request that a three-inch
pipe be instituted for the 1Vain. service
yipe in Crawford-street, Mr. Mitchell sent
an ollicer down the previous day to report
on the reticulation. and when he got the
report he would be glad to help them in
any way possible. .

Thai is the position we find ourselves in?
The Government have been told by Iis
Sxeellency the Governor, as the represeuta-
tive of the King. 1o get on with the business
of ihe country, that there are imporiant
questiong requiring econsideraiion by Min-
isters and Parliament, particularly with re-
vard to returned soldiers. Yet we find the
Attorney General takiug with him the Min-
ister Tor Works to Queen's Park and iell-
ing the people there that he had received
a communijeation from the Minister for Rail-
ways with reference to the putiing down
of an open drain and the laying of a 3in,
pipe. Those are apparently impertant
national questions. Yet it is desired we
should get into recess. Why should we not
decide here in Parliameni whether the pipe
shall he 3in. or 3l%in., also whether we
shall lay an open drain? Those are im-
pollant matters, and apparently they are
the maiters whielh His Excellency the Gov-
crnor told the Premier he must meet Par-
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liament for the purpnse of diseussing. In
the same issue, and in the same column,
immediately below it, we find a repori of
the meeting of ihe South Perth counecil.
The report is most interesting, but it is the
last paragraph only (o which I shall make
reference—

The Town Clerk mentioned that no re-
ply had heen received from the Govern-
ment with regard to the deputation which
waited on the Minister for Works re-
garding the establishment of hydropathic
baths, munieipalisation of ferries, South
Swan railway, Barrack-street tramline
duplication, vehienlar fervy at the Napr-
rows, a bridge across Perth Water, and
other matters. The town elerk was in-
strueted to communicate with the (iov-
ernment,

Will the Attorney General deny that thoze
matters were referred to during his eam-
paign, and that he promised them all?

Mr. Munsie: Tle promised three bridges
across the Swan.

The Attorney General: T should he de-
lighted to enfer on another compaign with
you to-morrow.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I had the courage
to fight him once in his electorate; let him
eome along and fight me in mine. Again,
as showing how confidence has been re-
stored, we find a letter also in this morn-
ing’'s West Australian from the presi-
dent of the Women's National Movement.
I think the opinion of that body is entitled
to be heard, and they have spoken. In that
letter I find this paragraph—

But if the National Governmeut is to
include many of thie men at present in

* power, men who have shown inability to
govern suceessfully, shall we be any bet-
ter off than at present?

Again, dealing with the Canning electoraie,

let me draw the attention of the Attorney

General to the position in which he now

finds himsclf. He gets the Minister for

Works te go into his electorate at a

time when it is net usnal even fo receive
deputations, when a motion of no-confidence
is hanging over the Government. But when
that visit was arranged a eertain little
scheme had not been formulaled. We had
then before us the possibility of a general
election, and he had to get ready for the
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fray. He made all sorts of promises. Let
me remind him of one, made in December,
1914, and reported in Hansard—

Then the Government of the country
should assist our millers by seeking in
countries bevond the sea, such as Egvpt
for instance, markets for our flour rather
than markets for our wheat.

What was it the Attorney General told the
public was necessary in regard to poultry
farming? Wirst. eo-opevation; what has he
done towards that object? Second, eold
storage; low much has he helped lowards
that ohjective heyond freezing off most of
his own supporters? Third, encouragement
in finding a market. Let me remind the At-
torney Cleneral also that he said this in
1916—

Bran and pollard are quoted at £4 14s.
Gd. per ton. 1t should not be more thaun
£2 10s. And so far as [ can, I am deter-
mined to see that it shall be only £2 10s.
T shall endeavour to see that our wheat is
gristed in this State and bran and pollard
exported. Why should we be importing
bran and pollard while we are exporting
wheat in such huge quantities?

What are the prices to-day for these commo-
dities? Bran from £6 10s. to £6 15s. In
truck loads, mark you. Pollard £7 15s. to
£5 Bs. And every single bushel of it im-
ported. I shall not be satisfied until it is
not imported.

The Attorney General: Tf I had had yvour
change, lasting five years, it would not.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I thought the At-
torney General would come at that. T tell
the Attorney General now that he will need
to wake up his friend the Minister for In-
dustries {Hon. J. Mitchell) who las not the
slightest sympathy with the exporiers of
flour. I repeat, it is useless our continuing
to export wheat and import bran and pol-
lard. How are we to establish the dairying
industry if we continue the practice of im-
porting bran and pollard at the prices T have
quoted? According to the Attorney Gen-
eral, it was a disaster when our poultry
farmers had to pay £4 14s, Gd., but under
the Gfovernment which was to restore con-

fidence aud make everything all right
for the poultry farmers, the cost has
inereased from £1 14s, 6d. to £6 10s.

for bran and £7 15s. to £8 5s. for pollard,
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and every bushel of it imported, ln 1910,
the last year of office of the previous Lib-
eral Admipistration, 61,636 centals of four
were exported from this State. 1n 1910
there were 61,336 cenials of flour exported.
In 1913, when we took up the matter seri-
ously, the export of Aour had increased to
317,000 eentals, The Altorney General wants
to wake up and see what he ean do in five
vears. In 1910 they imported 200,000 cen-
tals, and in 1914 we imported 126,000 ceu-
tals. That is evidence that we recognise the
fuct that this industry requires encourage-
ment. We can only produce offal by grist-
ing wheat here and exporting the flour. The
Government came down with a scheme to
send away all their wheat until to-day therc
is an ahsolute famine in bran and pollard,
anid the Attorney General takes ont the Min-
ister for Works to consider such questions
as the building of a road or a culvert. We
were told by our friends at one time thal the
period had arrived when we should give up
the policy of seerecy. This is whal the pre-
sent Premier said on the Sth December,
1914 —

We look to them to give that full and
frank explanation of their position and
intenlions which, I am sorry to say, we did
‘not Teeceive on previous occasions when
our numbers were very mueh less than they
are to-day. Indeed, I call on them to
abandon once and for all the policy of
secrecy with which I challenged them on
many oceasions, and to be open, not ouly
with the membaers of the Chamber, but to
the people of the State who have to bear
the burden of taxation which nafarally
follows the carrying out of any policy.

The hon, gentleman made referenee in his
poliey speech to secret eontracis, and on the
9th August, 1916, speaking at Busselton,
he said—

Government tenders will be open lo all;
there will be open public eompetition,
and the Government will not compete with
their own citizens. In that way we shall
bring prosperity to the State.

All this from the Premier of the State.
And at that very time his colleague, the
Minister for Lands, was entering into a
secret contract with {he bheef buceaneers,
the men who had shut out the small growers
from getting their supplies down by our
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ships. At the very time when the ['remier
said there would be open competition, the
Minister was Dlossoming oul as a beef

bucecanneer himself. He wag then purchas- g

ing from Emanuel Bros. 14,000 head-of
cattle, if that firm eould supply them.' And
there was not sufficient spaee on the boals
available to bring them down. All ihe small
men who had an opporlunity with the State
Steamship Service in existence, of bringing
their stock down to the metropolitan mar-
kets, were to he shut out unless they elee-
ted to sell to Emanuel Bros. al any price
Emanuel Bros, liked to give them. We then
went back to the old days when there was
a meuat ring. That contracl was most secrei.
It was not oune of those things which they
said they had done in the glorious ten days
of their existence wlen they went round
proclaiming that they bhad built a culveri
lhere and supplied three-ineh main there.
They entered into an expendifure of £140,000,
and lhey regarded it as such a splendid deal
that they did not tell the people ahout it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The State will lose
£10,000 over ir.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: On lhe 23rd
August the contract was signed, and
the first intimation the public had of

it was when Mr. Holmes, in another place,
made referenee to it on the 10th November,
something like three months later. It was
then made known that the Government who
howled aboul secret comtraets, the Govern-
ment who had announced that there was to
e open competition, bad themselves com-
pleted a big contract without Parliamentary
authority. This contraet was never sub-
mitted to IPParliament for approval, and
ihese forsooth are the gentlemen who tried
by @ no-confidence motion to replace the
Government who they said had entered into
sceret contracts. Sueh things were not to
happen if the Liberal Government got iolo
power, bui how soon after do we get con-
clustve evidence that they do not hesitate to
enter into such contraets when it means pro-
tecting their friends. ’

Hon, W, €, Angwin: How many nore are
there I wonder.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I do not know. T

come now more particnlarly to reeent
events, and if there is one thing which
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prompts this side of the House to sub-
mit a no-confidence motion at the present
stage it is recent happenings. As I pre-

\ viously said, we endeavoured by every means

that” were fair to avoid party bickering in
the House. We gave the Government the
opportunity to bring down their proposals,
and while we disenssed them it cannot be
urged that we unduly eriticised the actions
of the Government, either legislative or ad-
ministrative, They had the opportunily of
saying that the time was nol ripe for the
infroduction of party legislation, and that
they should apply themselves to their duties
and try to keep things going so that the peo-
ple of the Stale would not unduly suffer.
But it was not to he, They must of neces-
sity come along and iniroduce party inea-
sures of a nature which they knew would
eventnally land them in the pesition of
having te go {o the Governor and ask for a
dissolution of Parliament.
Mir. Munsie: That was only “kidsiakes.”

Hon, 1. SCADDAN: What a humiliating
position for a Government to find {hem-
selves in, a Government who only a liitle
time previougly assured His Excellency that
they had a majority in ibe House, a Gov-
ernment who came to this House and sub-
mitled a proposal whieh contained what
they considered to be a vital matter as affect-
ing the poliey of the parly, and who then
found that their supporters were not avail-
able! Let me refer now to some of the
things which have happened. We have a
statement made by the Premier in which he
informed the House that the Governor was
nut prepared to grant a dissolufion.  We
find that the difficulty which arose took place
on the Thursday evening sitting, and it re-
quired quite & number of wmeetings of Cab-
inet  snbsequently to  decide what aetion
should he taken. Tt twok them from Thurs-
day until the following Tuesday to decide
that it was against Constitutional precedent
and responsible government to accept the
position which had arisen on thie Thursday.
As a matter of faet, T venture fo remark
that they knew on the Thursday evening
the proper athitude to adopt was to go to
the Governor and resign, but they deliber-
ately waited for the Tuesday in order that
they might have a joint party meeting.
Then after that meeting the Premier took
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the nanghty boy to the Governor and gave
His Excellency an assurance that he would
not be a naughty boy again. What a spee-
tacle! And they call that stable govern-
ment ! It is stable govermmnent, but the
kind of siable that T keep my horse in. 1t
wants cleaning out badly when it is found
necessary to take the leader of the third
party to the Governor and give lum an as-
surance that while that party have been
naughty boys they will not be naughty hoys
again, and {hat henceforth it will be pos-
sille to earry on. 1 asked for a dissolu-
tion,” said the Premier, “but I am sorry i
inconvenienced you by snbmitting this re-
quest: 1 did not think you would be in a
hurry. but while the third party had the
Lknowledge of the fact that a dissolution was
hanging over their heads | brought them to
bock; T have now brought down the
naughty boy to be spanked.” What a posi-
lion to be in! We were told in this Cham-
her that the Governor had asked for time to
consider the peosition. On the following day

we were told that the Governor had said—
The Governor feels that at the present
juneture during this time of war it is of
vital importance to the interests of the.
Pinpive, the State, and our soldiers, tu
avoid the tarmoil and expense of a general
election, and with that end in view he
wonld he glad if the Premier and the
leader of the Country party would confer,
and endeavenr to come to some under-
standing whereby the business of the sus-
sion may be proceedled with, more especi-
ally taking into consideration the faet that

a general election is due in October next.
That was dated the 6th February. The
Premicr was instrueled to meet the leader
of the Country party and see if he could not
arrange the matter as the Governor did
not  propose to  grant a  dissolation.
The Premier did not make that known
to the House, but he immediately ad-
journed the Chamber and he took
the Country party inio a room at Par-
liament House, held a meeting, and then
taok the naughty hoy down to Government
Touse to give His Excellency the reqnired
assurance. That is termed responsible gov-
ernment! Then again we have the case of
the deciston whiech was arrived at at that
meeting. First of all we were told that the
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business affecting the welfare of the nation
and particularly of our soldiers was of such
a nature that Parliament should not be de-
tained in diseussing proposals which were
legs importani. I agree entirely with that,
but surely it did not require the Governor
vt the State to tell the Prewier thai such
was the position of affairs. What sort of
responsible government have we got wlen it
requires His Majesty's representative to tell
them what are watters of importance that
require attention! 1s that the kind of thing
that is likely to restore confidence? Then
we have the deeision arrived at regarding
the Trading Concerns Bill, the decision to
restore it becanse the Government consider
it essential to thejr poliey, and their subse-
quent statement amounting to “You then
can do anything else yvou like.” All the
Civvernment’s delinite proposals were intro-
duced and explained to the Chamber, and
snddenly these are thrown overhoard in
order that Ministers might get into recess.
Ouly recently a lot of criticism was lurled
at the previous Government because of what
wus termed indecent haste to get info recess.
l.ast vear the Liberal party’s hack, the TVest
Australian, made reference in a leading
article fo the desive of the then Government
to get into recess. The Sunday Times,
another hack, the offieial journal of hoth
parties opposite, said—
The Cabinet is so desperafely anxions Lo
zet into recess that it is prepared to scrap
“all unfinished legislation, including the
licensing referendum and the Health Bill.
As a maiter of fact, we did not serap any
3lls.  We said to Parliament, “There is
the business, and we are going to sit uniil
it is disposed of.” And we did. What is
the position to-day? Here is the Notice
FPaper. containing twelve items, all of whieh
were serionsly submitted by the Government
to the House as being important measurcs
esscntial to the natiomal welfare, matters
affecting the vital intevests of the State and

of our returning soldiers. Yet all these
tinportant measures are fto Dbe thrown

overboard to enable the Government to et
into recess. Why? We are told it is that
they might apply themselves to the ques-
tion of preparing for the return of our
soldiers. It is all bosh. They have no de-
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sire to do anything of the kind. Their desire
is to avoid possible difficulties, to avoid a
erisis in this Chamber which might send
them to their masters. Yet we had the
declaration by the Attorney General that
e was not desirous of getting into oflice
and staying there, that he merely wanted an
opportunity of bhaving a look behind the
scenes, after which he would insist upon
an appeal to the country and ihe clearing
up of the whole situation. There never was
a hare anywhere in Australia more anxions
to get under cover than are the present
Government. The Government are dodging
oll the time. If the questions on this Notice
Paper are of vital importance to the welfare
of the Btate, as we are told they are, they
should be dealt with by Parliament, and
not by Ministers. Again, we were told in
this statement that they would require all
possible nssistance frown Parliament and the
citizens generally to help the seheme for the
settlewent of our soldiers. What they re-
quire even more is recess for three or four
months during which they will get to their
oftices at 11 o’elock in the morning for de-
partmental business. 1s that the way Minis-
ters should show their readiness to earry
responsibility 2 Should not Ministers rather
set an example by getting to their offices
at a rcasonble time in the morning, instead
of going in at all hours, and in eonsequence
having to bring their officers back Saturday
ufternoons and Sundays?

The Minister for Works: 1t is not true.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It is teoe.  There
are publie servants working Saturday after-
noons and Sundays because Blinisters are
not at oflice during the week. Prior to my
taking office. cach succeeding P'remier maide
his secretary work Saturday afternoons and
Sundays. Surely there ave enough hours
and dayvs in the week to enable them to get
throngh their duties without having to be
bronght haek on Saturdays and Sundays.

The Minister for Works: What you say
1§ not frue.

Mo, Folev: On a point of order.
the Minister the rvight to say that?

My. Hudson: Take no notice of him: he
is not responsible.

Mr. SPEANWER: If the Minister tor
Works made a statement to which ihe leader

Has
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of the Opposition objects on a question of
fact, I hope he wiil withdraw it.

The Minister for Works: The leader of
the Opposition has not objected, and the
statement made by the leader of the QOppo-
sition was absclutely untrue,

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Coming from you.
I take that as a compliment.

Mr. Foley: I objeet to the statement.
and 1 want a withdrawal of it.

I'he Minister for Works: The leader of
the Opposition said that Ministers did not
go to office until 11 o'¢clock. The Minister
for Lands and myself are in our offices by
half-past nine in the morning.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: T am prepared io
aceept the Minister's statement; he ought to
be there by half-past eight.

Mr. Foley: 1 still object to the Minister’s
remark, and I wish it withdrawn,

The Minister for Works: As the leader of
the Opposition has withdrawn, I will with-
draw my charge that his statement is un-
true, at least as far as it relates to myself.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: T have attempted to
explain (e reasons why we thought it neces-
sary to submit a no-confidence motion. It
eannot fairly be urged against us that we
are wasting time in so doing, becanse the
Premier has already told the country that
he proposes to throw over all legislation and
get into recess at once—I believe he had ar-
ranged to get into recess this very night-—
so no time is being wasted. We are merely
asking the Government to explain (heir sins
of commission and omission. and it should
not take more than a few days. The Govern-
ment recognise that any confidence which
might have been restored has been losi.
Ministers find themselves up against a pretty
strong feeling in the country. The Sundeay
Times has told them that if they had in fheir
minds the idea of geing to their masters it
was very foolish. Tt reminds me of a car-
toon which T saw recently in an English
paper, The late Emperor of Austria was
calling up on the telephone the Kaiser in ref-
erence to the sinking of the “Ancona.” The
Emperor said, “I have just received a nasty
nole from President Wilson, demanding dis-
avowal, discontinnanee, punishment, and re-
paration; what shall T do?'  The expert
replied, “Proerastination it, und it forgetien
will he soom.” That is the position of the
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Governwent. They have bad a nasty note
Irow the country asking them to disavow
their policy, and discontinue their methods,
and stating that, except they agreed to do
this, they would be duly punished. Of
course they came along and asked their ex-
pert on the cross benches what to do, and
that expert adviged, ‘“Procrastination it,
wat into reeess and it forgotten will be soon.”
The diffieulty they find themselves in is that
they want a few more months in office
fo consider the position, hoping that in
time the public will have forgotten all about
il. There was never a time in the history of
the State when we had Ministers displaying
so litile regard for responsible government.
Here we have a parly representing only 17
members, earrying on wilh the aid of a third
party of eight, and an independent member
who has saved the position at the last mo-

ment. I have heard Rir John Forrest de-
¢lare that the condition of affairs in the
Federal Parliament is intolerable. Yet that

condition 38 Heaven itself in eomparison
with what obtains here, where we have 17
representalives trying to put into operaiion
a policy, not of construction, but of destrue-
tion, and they have not been suecessful even
in that direction. If ever tbere has been in
this State a Cabinet showing incompetence,
disregard of responsibility, and a complete
loss of the sense of what is required under
Responsible Government, it is the one in
olfice to-day. 1 nrge this against them, not in
my own name, but in the name of the people
of the State, and I remind those sitting on
the Government eross henches that it is their
duty to insist npon an appeal being made fo
the people. I am not desirous of playing
the game of ins and outs. The Premier has
my sympathy in regard o the position in
which he finds himself. Yet it is of his own
making. He told the people what he eonlid
do. He said, “Give me a chance; T am the
strong man: these others are moddlers. Let
me call to my assistance men of business
acumen, and T will soon straighten out
affairs”: and the peole said, “Very well
come along, old chappie” THe is in it
to-dav; he cannot easilv get out of it, and
now I suspect he is regretting his statement
that he will not go to London. Personally.
T would not pui too many dollars on the
other fellow’s going. even now. His own
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journal, the Sunday Times, has told
the Premier to go to London. Instead of
there being confidence in the State, the
people have lost confidence in the present
Government, and statements are being
hurled all over the place in regard to their
incompeteice. The people themselves
alone can straighten out the present posi-
tion. The people will demand at least that
the strong man shall say what he will do;
and when he says that they will make him
stiek to it, and not keep Parliament sitting
for seven months, and then at the last mo-
ment sneak away like a hare getting to
cover, even lhough to do this he has o
throw everything behind him. We do not
want to perpetuate a position of affairs
in which His Exeellency tenders advice to
his  advisers. His Excelleuney advised
the Premier to confer with the leader
of the Country party and to attend to the
"affairs of Stale, to important questions of
Empire. In effect the Governor said, ‘‘Get
about your busipess, and do not come hum-
bugging me with requests for a dissolution.”’
And the head of the Government, having no
fized idea of Responsible Government, went
to the leader of the third parfy and said,
“‘Come along, sonny, and give His Excel-
leney an assurance.’’ The Premier ought
not to be taking advice from the Governor.
Yet he did accept that advice, which was
‘“(iet the other leader, and fix up things
between yourselves. All we want is a
leader, whether a strong man or a weak
man, and Parliament will put the thing
right.”? Under existing circumstances, we
do not know where we are to-day, but are
praying that we shall see daylight to-mor-
tow. The condition of affairs which does
exist in this State now ought not to exist.
We ought to know what the policy of the
CGiovernment is. All that we know about
it is a Nolice Paper from which nearly
cverything of importance is cut out. We
cannot aceept the position as we find it to-
day. The Government bave failed miser-
ably, more miserably than their predeces-
sors ever did, and the people of the Siate
have entirely lost confidence in the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W, D. Johnson (Guildford}) [9.30]:
T second the motion.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the Op-
position, in his opening remarks, drew atten-
tion {o the faet that prayers were not read
to-night. I would like to explain that the
proper Parliamentary procedure for the day
on which a new Speaker 15 elected was car-
ried out. T have a passage here from May.
I do not propose to read it beyond one para-
graph, which says that on the following day,
the day after the eleclion of the Speaker,
the daily prayers are read for the first time
by Mr. Speaker-elect. I wish it to be made
clear that there was no omission to-day from
the ordinary proceedings of Parliament in
such cirenmstances,

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [9.32]: I move—

That the Flouse at ils rising adjourn
until 4.30 on Thursday.

Hon. J. Secaddan:
nexl Thorsday?

The PREMIER: T am quite willing to
make an explanation to the leader of the
Opposition. He has been speaking now for
two hours at lhe rate of two hundred words
per minuie. T cannot get a pull of his speech
until to-morrow at noon, and it would take
me fully until 4.30 p.m. to get through it
and digest it. T, therefore, elaim the right
to an adjournment until Thursday, a con-
venient hour when I shall have much plea-
sure in replying to the leader of the Op-
position.

Mr. Carpenter: More proerastination.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.33): I
wish to protest against these continual ad-
journments. It is not fair that we should
be brought hupdreds of miles from our eon-
stituencies to conduct the affairs of the
country only to find that on a speech made
by the leader of the Opposition the Premier
wants an adjournment for two or three days
in order to scan the proofs of that speech.
An adjournwent for one day would be quite
sufficient.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}): That is all it is.

Why adjourn until
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Mr., LAMBERT: There should be no
need for any adjournment. The Premier
has not been called out of town, and it
would he fairer to the country members that
the business should go on as usual.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot 9.34 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, 15th Febryary, 1917,
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By the Minister for Lands: 1, Audited
aceounts and balance sheets for year ended
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frigerating Works, (h) Albany Cold
Stores, (¢) Perth City Markets, (d) Metro-
politan Abattoirs and Sale Yards, (e} Kal-
goorlie Abattoirs, 2, Abattoirs Act, amended
regulations.
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APPROVE ARRANGEMENTS.

Message received from the Couneil noti-
fying coneurrence in the Assembly’s resolu-
tion approving of a payment of three shil-
lings per bushel as a minimum price for the
purchase of wheat grown during the season
1917-18.
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QUESTION—STATE GOVERNORSHIP.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Whether he had made representations to the
British Government regarding the appoint-
ment of a local citizen as Governor of the
State prior to Sir Ellison MeCartney’s ap-
pointment to the position? 2, 1f so, will he
inform the House of the result of sueh re-
presentation ¢

The PREMIER replied: Nos. 1 and 2, No,

QUESTION—RAILWAY CARRIAGE
OF GO-CARTS.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is it true that folded go-carts, if
accompanied by owners, are carried free on
the rnilways in the metropolitan area? 2,
 the facts are as stated. will he issue in-
structions to allow the same concessions on
the railways in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
suburban area, and so afford mothers with
children in that distriet the same privileges
as exist in the metropolitan area?

The MI\HSTEI\‘. FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

MOTION-—WANT OF CONFIDENCE
N THE GOVERNMENT.

Debate resumed from the 13th February
on (he motion by the Hon. J. Scaddan “That
the Government do not possess the confi-
dence of the eountry, because of their action
in infroduecing during the time of war
purely party measures to the exelusion of
more urgent and important legislation affect-
ing our national welfare, their incapacity in
the handling of the publie finances, their
general lack of initiative and ability in the
adininistration of the affairs of the State,
and their abandonment of the principles of
responsible government.”

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.40]: Since the leader of the
Opposition delivered his speech of nceusa-
tion against the present Government on
Tuesday evening last, I have been endea-
vouring to find, by perusal of the speech,
some grounds of substantiation for the
charges contained in the motion which he
submitted for the aceeptance of the House.
Notwithstanding that I have applied my-



